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[Transcript begins] 
 MH: So you had this apartment and your husband knew where you were, and that's when he started to 
harass you when you needed to get out from... 
 PB: He would be there and there was no getting rid of him. 
 MH: And then they decided that the shelter with you that you better go to somewhere else where he 
won't know where you are. 
 PB: Well, I got in touch with the shelter to make arrangements since I need to get out of here and that 
was my final time. And I had talked to them. I would find a chance to get away. And that I could 
call them, I would go to a payphone. I didn't have very much chance to get away, but the only 
place that he wouldn't go with me. Was to the library. There's the only place I could go without 
him,  
MH: So, he was just following you around.  
PB: He would be right there. 
 AH: Yeah, so when you left again, you left all of your things that you had started to collect into in this 
new apartment there also? 
 PB: Yes, for the most part. 
 MH: And that was when you left the money in the... 
PB: Yeah. 
 MH: ...cupboard 'cause he was there and he knew where it was. 
 PB: Yep, and it still amazes me that he did not have a clue. I mean, I had stashed my kids in the libraries 
that they would be safe and they've been picked up from there by a staff member of Family 
Project Shelter and that he would, the first thing that would come in his mind is money. So, he 
reached in the cupboard and took all this money and. So couldn’t, basically, without possessions 
and no money either, but only the determination and thankful that I had a chance again. 
 MH: How did you plan your departure when he was with you all the time? 
 PB: That's it, I would say I had a fair. I had to. The only place I could go was the library. So I would if I 
could go from living, I don't know if you're familiar with Augusta, it was when well anyway, we're 
not too far from the library, so I'd have to find a chance to get, the only chance I would get to get 
to a public payphone, and from there I could call. So it took me a while to talking with someone at 
a staff member to arrange to get away. 
 AH: Did he move into the apartment with you?  
PB: Yes. 
AH: He moved right in, and you couldn't get him out? 
 PB: No. 
 MH: I'm amazed at your strength, Peggy. Three times getting away. 
 PB: And I don't ever intend there will be a fourth. 
 AH: Mazy, I'm sure we'll have lots of questions for Peggy when we read and listen to this or read the 
transcript. I'm sure we will, Peggy because you have an amazing story. And every time we ask you 
to go over another thing, we learn something else about you. 
 PB: It must sound confusing, I could have... 
 MH: Well, I think we have it down with these different steps. I guess I want to just go briefly back to the 
very first time when I guess he beat you up and you called the police. And they immediately came. 
Did they, to talk to? 
 PB: Yes, the police Chief in Madison. They, that's I say, I think they do a wonderful job, I know not al 
policeman deal well with domestic violence, but in Madison this particular gentleman did. 
MH: And you must have been pushed to extreme before you called them 'cause you didn't know what 
kind of response. You were going to get, I don't know. 
 PB: I was just bewildered, that I remember standing on the lawn outdoors. And then we were in a 
duplex and the gentleman from the next the other half came over and I just stood there. And I 
said, what am I going to do? I have to call police. So, I went in and that's what I did, and I said 
someone came immediately. Yeah, the police chief himself. Since retired. I remember his name at 
the time but I know  it'll come to me. 
 AH: Was this the first time that your husband ever battered you? 
 PB: No, but this is the first time I called the police. 
MH: So it was the end? This neighbor said call the police, which was smart. 
 PB: Yeah, 'cause I was just in a bewildered state of mind. He had sat off my child and say I only got a 
broken finger out of it for which I was thankful. I don't know how they do at the hospital, though I 
remember telling them telling the nurse how I got that broken finger and she just kind of laughed 
and said, well, did you win? So they don't deal well in hospitals. This was in hospital with family 
violence projects or the family of violence rather. 
 MH: So this was the police took you to the hospital? 
 MH: No, this is another time? 
 PB: I didn't get to go to the hospital the next day. No, the police came immediately, and he said, they 
said the police officer said the police treats that you stay off the phone. He said I will be in touch 
with you. He said someone will be in touch with you, I'll get you out to a shelter. 
MH: And that's what they did, that night and then the next night, the next day you went to the hospital. 
You had a broken finger, which is extremely painful. 
 PB: Yeah, it's inconvenient. A little finger wrapped up. 
 MH: The person in the safe home took you to the hospital? 
 PB: No, I finally no. I didn't. I didn't go to the shelter because I didn't. I'd have to leave my son and he 
had him and he had taken to his mothers. Because he had your son. He wouldn't allow me to talk 
on the phone with him, but he wouldn't bring him back, and I didn't figure I had no way to go step 
on foot to go get him and I didn't figure they'd let me have him back anyway. Then so I know I 
waited it out till the next day and he did eventually bring him back. 
 MH: And then you went to the shelter. 
 PB: No, then I started plans to get to the shelter to have a time when he wasn't there watching me or 
his family wasn't cruising by watching me. So, it was real, nerve wracking and then it was there 
that night. A deputy from the Sheriff's Department came and picked me up. And took me to a 
shelter. It was on some street in Skowhegan, and it's what the sheriff's used to put someone in 
and immediately in a pinch. 
 MH: And was there anybody else there? just a shelter that they have? 
 PB: No, just the shelter, just the other half of the duplex house. 
 AH: Peggy, did you have family at all of your own? Were they supportive of you? Did they know about 
this? 
 PB: Yes, my mother was there at the time that what one of the staff members from family Violence 
project came. And I remember this staff member speaking to her would you help her? And my 
mother said he just turned and looked the other way. And so I've got a sister. So, what about her 
sister and she said no. For my sister, she never was asked, but. No, they're just, 'm in contact. I've 
been over to see them both plenty of times. It's inside this summer. I have the car. That's just the 
way they are. There's not there wasn't a single solitary family member to be there for me, but I 
have an aunt. She died four years ago at the age of 102. She's been like a mother to me. She had 
been and then she couldn't. She was at the time she knew I kept in touch with her, so she knew 
where I was and what was happening to me. So, some exciting, tell her all the details, but I 
remember her writing in a letter and it's drilled too, I'm sure. She said Dave had still been in home. 
She was at the time living with her niece. Should you never would have gone to a shelter and I 
wouldn't ask you to have me up there and she stood about. She wasn't tall as I am she made 
4’10’’. But spunky or she had to be to have lived that many years, and then say she'd been like a 
mother to me. I had in the past lived with her, but whether or not for reasons of having us be a 
shelter, but because it worked out best for me and good for her to all like after my uncle had died, 
I stayed there while he was dying and with her especially want to be alone. And with her and I 
was, my daughter was my daughter at the time. So she would have, and there's no doubt in my 
mind she would have and she would have faced him. She would have. That that would have been 
a shelter for me. It would have been a safe place, but it that couldn't be. But it was just so that's 
what made it hard to.  
 AH: Where are you from, Peggy? Are you from Maine? Are you from Madison too? 
 PB: Yeah, I grew up in Hanson, and we came there when I was two and a half. I was born out in New 
York and we lived there until I was about two and a half, so Maine is all I can remember.  
 AH: Are your parents from Maine? 
 PB: Yeah. 
 AH: So they came back to their home?  
PB: Yes they both had family back here, yes. In that over there in that vicinity at the time, there's an 
uncle and a few cousins up there now, but other there were a lot of family members right there. 
 AH: So what we say now I'm kind of maybe going off the beaten track here, but when you say that you 
know when your son graduates, he's a senior this year, so when he graduates, you're going to 
leave here and when you and you're looking for a job right now, are you thinking if you could offer 
a job outside of Maine, would you move from Maine? 
PB: Yeah. 
 MH: I'm always returning the beaten path, but I'm interested that the Police Department had a safe 
place for you to go in Madison. The Police Department in Madison sounds as if it was very attuned 
to what was necessary. 
 PB: I thought they were super, and I remember riding to Skowhegan with the sheriff's deputy, and how 
pleasant he was. And he said, I remember saying, my husband at the time was, but what a 
problem he had been, and she's in their own words distinctly saying. I guess he's a problem. Still a 
problem to you. So he had been in trouble with the law, I didn't know his past. They apparently 
knew his past. So yeah, I thought they did super in handling that and this was 15 years ago.  
MH: Yeah and then did they take you to the hospital or you just went on your own? 
 PB: No, I got there. I think the next day I'm pretty sure it was my husband’s mother. Took me down. 
'cause we didn't have a car at the time we're doing without transportation. 
 AH: So he was with you in the hospital. 
 PB: Yeah, I got to go into the room alone to get. He's take us and also my son was there staying out in 
the waiting room with him, so I did get to go in, so I got to speak as I said, told her how I got the 
broken finger and her reaction. Why that was so disgusting. 
 MH: I have heard that has happened before in the emergency rooms, not now they're getting better, 
but 15 years ago nobody could deal with it. 
 AH: So your husband took you back home after that? 
PB: Yeah. 
MH: That was before you went to the safe house, right? 
PB: Right. 
 AH: I think that's it, Peggy. 
MH: Is there anything that we should have asked you? That we didn't think to? Or that you'd like to say? 
 PB: I don’t think so, thanks. I'll probably think of something else. If I do, I better write it down. 
 MH: I think we have. I mean, I'm beginning to get a picture 'cause there are those different times, but I 
think it's coming clear. 
 AH: Peggy, thank you for sharing that with us. 
PB: Oh, your welcome. 
 MH: Thank you. This is the end of our tape. 
[End of transcript] 
 
